
The Impact of Community Matriarchs on 
Local Issues 

The article below is submitted on behalf of 
Della Sherrod’s children and grandchildren. 
It is also featured in the February 2025 issue 
of “Welcome to Tarboro Magazine.”   

Della Sherrod was indeed a pillar of 
strength within the Speed community and 
Edgecombe County. As a devoted mother of 
eight children, she proudly celebrated the 
remarkable achievement of seeing six 
children graduate from Conetoe High 
School and two from North Edgecombe 
after Conetoe closed in 1971. Her children’s 

accomplishments—Clifton, Jr. (1963, deceased), Mittie (1964), Henry (1966, 
deceased), Cornelious (1968, deceased), Vernell (1970), Nathaniel (1971), James 
(1973), and Nonnie (1975)—reflect Della's enduring legacy.  

 

 
Article from Tarboro Magazine – February 2025 Issue 

Written by Anna Hinton 
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